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Duncan N. Darrow
Founder & Chairman

of the Board

To Friends Old and New . . . 

	 In	the	Chairman’s	Letter,	which	begins	our	annual	report,	I	traditionally	
speak	about	what	has	been	accomplished	during	the	previous	year	and	recap	
our	financial	condition*.

	 But	as	we	approach	our	15th	anniversary	--	which	will	occur	in	2017	--	I	
see	this	annual	report	as	a	unique	opportunity	to	look	back	on	our	history,	cel-
ebrate	it,	and	take	a	moment	to	see	what	we	can	learn	from	past	experience.	
Consequently,	this	annual	report	is	entitled,	“Milestones.”

	 The	people	you	will	meet	in	the	pages	that	follow	are	individuals	that	
have	made	critically	important	contributions	to	Fighting	Chance.	Courageous	
patients	willing	to	share	their	stories.	Members	of	our	Oncology	Care	Team.	
Many	dedicated	volunteers.	And	those	who	have	made	donations	large	and	
small.	To	all	of	them	.	.	.	thank	you	from	the	bottom	of	my	heart.

	 	 Sincerely,
  

 

_________

* According to our audited financial statement for the year ended 12/31/15 (which can be 
found on our website) we have revenue (entirely from donations) of slightly over $600,000 and 
annual operating costs of roughly the same amount. Our endowment fund ended the year with 
almost $1,000,000 in cash and cash equivalents.

	 April,	2016
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Getting	Started			2002	-	2003

“For cancer patients 
the Sag Harbor office 
of Fighting Chance is 
like a sanctuary infused 
with compassion and 
empathy . . . that alone 
means a great deal to 
those who are suffering 
and I say that based on 
my service for over 50 
years as a Catholic Nun.”

Sister	Ann	Marino,	
Head	of	Cormaria

Cormaria

 By	2002	our	Board	of	Directors	was	
coming	together	and	asked	that	we	have	a	day	
long	“Retreat”	somewhere.

	 I	went	to	Cormaria	to	meet	Sister	Ann	
and	she	welcomed	us	for	the	following	spring	-	
April	2003.

 

The	site	of	the	Retreat	for	our	first	
Board	of	Directors.

Our Board at the Retreat

During	our	day	at	Cormaria	we	
discovered	the	“Soul”	of	Fighting	
Chance.

Excerpt	from	the	first	article	
about	our	charity	in	a	local	paper.
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Early	Years.	.	.		at	“The	Shack”			2004	-	2005

Our	first	office	in	
Sag	Harbor	was	
modest . . . a small 

converted	garage	
with	no	bathroom	
.	.	.	and	very	cold	
in the winter.

 Our	first	employee	--	Karrie Robin-
son, LCSW --	referred	to	the	first	Fight-
ing	Chance	office	as	“The	Shack.”		She	
was	used	to	more	substantial	quarters	
since	she	had	come	to	our	charity	after	
almost	15	years	of	work	at	Memorial	
Sloan	Kettering	Cancer	Center	in	New	
York	City.

	 Pictured	here,	inside	our	first	office,	are	
Karrie	Robinson	(right)	and	Heather	Matthews	
(left).	Heather	joined	us	shortly	after	Karrie	
arrived	with	a	background	as	a	cancer	patient	
navigator,	employed	by	the	National	Cancer	
Institute.

Patient	Counseling
Sessions	per	Year

300

Karrie	Robinson,	LCSW,	with	Duncan	Darrow	and	Janine	Veto.
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The	Guide			First	Edition	.	.	.	2006

 The	first	project	our	Board	conceived	of,	
at	our	Retreat	in	2003,	was	sort	of	like	a	“Yel-
low	Pages”	except	that	the	only	content	was	
contacts	you	needed	to	cope	with	cancer.	
	 Three	years	later	the	Guide	was	born	--	
and	officially	entitled:	“Coping	With	Cancer	on	
the	East	End.”
	 Almost	every	year	since	it	was	first	pub-
lished	we	have	updated	the	Guide	with	new	
content	and	contact	information.	

The first article in local media about “The Guide” 
including a photo of Karrie working away in our 
first office.

Cover page of The Guide, 2014 edition. It has 
more useful content than the original and 
more emphasis on “where to find it.”  

The Guide has also become the most popular 
feature on our website. 

An excerpt from the latest edition of the Guide 
explaining the different types of oncologists on 
the East End.
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Oncologists on the East End

Chapter 3

 One of the first steps forward in the cancer journey is for the patient to select a lead 
oncologist. An oncologist is the physician who specializes in treating cancer. There are three 
basic types of oncologists. 

The Three Main Types of Oncologists

 •Clinical Oncologists. They treat patients within a clinical or office setting, for the 
most part, and the treatments primarily entail selection and administration of anti-cancer 
drugs, such as chemotherapy. They also tend to get quite involved in the diagnosis of the 
specific cancer attacking the patient and how advanced it has become. It is the clinical 
oncologist who most often provides the “leadership” for the patient’s medical team
. 

 •Radiation Oncologists. They treat patients through the administration of radio-
therapy which involves a type of high intensity ray that irrevocably damages the DNA 
that is the central feature of the nucleus of a cancer cell and is essential to that cell’s 
replication.

 •Surgical Oncologists. When cancer takes the form of a solid state tumor -- for 
example, a tumor in the colon or lung -- it sometimes can be removed through surgery 
and the physician performing that procedure is known as a surgical oncologist.

Question: Who are the oncologists on the East End of Long Is-

land and how do I contact them?

Answer: Oncologists whose practices are based on the East End 

are listed below: 

40,000

The number of content pages 
of the “e-Guide” which are read 

every year on our website.

Karrie	Robinson,	director	of	clinical	services	at	Fighting	Chance	office	
in	Sag	Harbor.			photo by Dana Shaw
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Day	of	Hope			2006	-	2007

	 For	two	years	--	2006	and	2007	we	orga-
nized	a	day	full	of	talks	by	East	End	oncologists,	
panels	comprised	of	cancer	patients	and	other	
useful	information.

	 The	event	was	held	at	Bay	Street	Theatre	
in	Sag	Harbor	and	we	filled	all	300	seats.	It	was	
called	“Day	of	Hope”	and	from	this	outreach	the	
credibility	of	Fighting	Chance	was	rapidly	elevated	
in	the	communities	we	serve.

Our Day of Hope banner was proudly 
spread across Main Street in Sag Harbor

The Keynote Speaker for the Day of Hope 
(Dr. Martin Karpeh, Jr., at left) who at the time 
was head of The Cancer Center at Stony Brook 

University Hospital, seen here with Karrie 
Robinson, LCSW , of Fighting Chance.

This is a poignant compila-
tion of what attendees said 

when asked “what hope 
means to me.”
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New	Office	&	5th	Anniversary			2007

	 By	late	2006	our	charity	had	been	
in	the	converted	garage	for	3	years	and	we	
clearly	needed	more	counselors	and	more	
counseling	room.	It	was	our	good	fortune	to	
find	the	ground	floor	of	a	Victorian	located	
within	the	historic	district	and	we	moved	in	
by	mid	2007.

Giving A Fighting Chance

Our 2nd office . . . corner of 
Jermain & Rt. 114

Ribbon Cutting ceremony
. . . May 2007

Hosted by Eileen Ekstract and

Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony

In celebration of the 5th anniversary
and the new Sag Harbor offices of

Counseling and Resource Center
 for Cancer Patients

Serving the East End
 . . . Free-of-Charge since 2002

Event
Program

WHEN: SATURDAY, JUNE 16
 3:00 - 6:00 PM

WHERE: 112 HAMPTON ROAD
 (corner Jermain Street)
 Sag Harbor, New York  11963

Patient	Counseling
Sessions	per	Year

700

We always felt this was one of the 
nicest local articles about Fighting 

Chance . . . capturing key personnel 
(like Heather and Karrie) on the eve 

of moving into our new home

Hamptons Cottages & Gardens
HC  G&
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Summer	Gala	.	.	.		Retrospective

2007

2009

2010

SAVE
THE DATE

Saturday, June 27 ‘09

	 Some	5	years	after	we	were	founded,	Fighting	Chance	
had	enough	community	support	to	think	seriously	about	holding	
our	first	Summer	Gala		--	which	took	place	in	July	2007	at	the	East	
Hampton	home	of	Sue	and	Rick	Davies.

	 From	2007	to	2015	--	9	consecutive	years	--	we	continued	
the	tradition	of	a	summer	gala	at	venues	that	included	Maidstone	
and	Devon	YC.	Almost	all	these	events	were	chaired	by	Sue	Davies,	
a	Founding	Director,	and,	in	the	aggregate,	raised	over	$1	million.

2008
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.	.	.	Over	$1,000,000	Raised

2012

2014

2011

2013

2015
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Moviemaking	.	.	.	“Cancer Journeys   2008”	

	 In	2008	we	began	talks	with	
the	local	public	television	station	
--	known	as	LTV	--	about	produc-
ing	a	movie	featuring	the	stories	of	
several	patients	we	had	cared	for	at	
Fighting	Chance.	
	 The	result	was	a	30	minute	
film	--	Cancer Journeys on the East 
End -- which	had	a	premier	at	a	
theatre	in	Sag	Harbor	and	ran	many	
times	on	LTV.
	 “Cancer	Journeys,”	
as	it	is	known,	is	also	part	of	
the	Fighting	Chance	website.	

Cancer Journeys received extensive media coverage and favorable reviews in-
cluding those in The Southampton Press and The Sag Harbor Express (seen here.)
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New	Office			2010

	 In	late	2009	the	first	modern	
retail/office	complex	in	Sag	Harbor	was	
completed	but	there	were	few	potential	
tenants	because	we	were	in	the	depths	of	
the	Great	Recession.	
	 But	our	charity	saw	a	unique	
opportunity	to	upgrade	our	space	and	
became	the	first	tenants	of	what	is	known	
as	#34	Bay	Street	Plaza.
	 It	was	1,500	square	feet	of	raw	
space	and	we	worked	with	architects	and	
contractors	to	create	an	environment	that	
was	more	like	your	living	room	than	a	hos-
pital	room.
	 We	still	occupy	the	space	today,	
under	a	long-term	lease	and	both	patients	
and	staff	have	been	pleased	with	the	ac-
commodations.

Just after our office opened, The 
East Hampton Star wrote an article 

complimenting us on the move.

Patient	Counseling
Sessions	per	Year

1,200
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10th	Anniversary		&	Endowment	Fund			2012

	 As	part	of	celebrating	the	10th	Anniversary	of	Fighting	Chance,	several	of	our	directors	and	long-
time	supporters	came	up	with	the	idea	of	an	Endowment	Fund	--	which	seemed	audacious	to	many	of	us.
	 Happily,	the	Fund	Campaign	was	quite	successful	and	by	2015	our	endowment	stood	at	roughly	
$1,000,000	.	.	.	providing	peace	of	mind	that	our	charity	had	contingency	funds	in	the	event	of	another	
economic	downturn.

This plaque, honoring those who 
contributed to our Endowment 

has a special place of honor in the 
Fighting Chance offices at #34 Bay 

Street, Sag Harbor.
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Partnerships				2014	-	2015

Cancer Patients Ride Free

	 The	Hampton	Jitney,	in	what	
was	a	“matching	donation	drive”	has	
provided	us	with	some	1,500	bus	tick-
ets	(to	use	on	their	service	to	or	from	
New	York	City).		

	 As	another	example,	since	
2009,	we	have	worked	together	with	
Swim	Across	America	on	what	as	
known	as	The	Hamptons	Swim	Against	
Cancer	--	which	has	raised	nearly	
$500,000	for	our	charity.	

	 The	most	recent	partnership	
is	with	the	East	End	Healthcare	Foun-
dation	which	is	helping	us	launch	a	
cancer	support	group	for	the	Latino	
community.

Patient	Counseling
Sessions	per	Year

1,800
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Directors

David Kelley, Esq.
David is a partner in the Wall Street law firm 
of Cahill Gordon & Reindell. He previously 
served as Unisted States Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York. David and his 
family split their time between homes in Sag 
Harbor and New York City.

John Brecker
John was a founding partner of the Longacre 
Fund whose $3 billion in assets were concen-
trated in distressed debt and special situations 
investments. He became a Director in 2012.

Betty Cowles
Betty and her husband, Pat, spend about half the 
year at their home in Southampton. Betty has deep 
roots in Shelter Island as well, where she served 
as Editor-in-Chief of the local paper, the Shelter 
Island Reporter. 

Duncan Darrow
Duncan, who founded Fighting Chance in 
2002 and has served as its Chairman since 
then, is a partner in the 2,000-lawyer firm of Si-
dley Austin, resident in its New York City office. 
Duncan and his wife, Wendy Moonan, have 
had a home in Sag Harbor for over 30 years.

Meredith Darrow
She is a highly regarded art advisor with offices 
in New York and Los Angeles, and a home in Sag 
Harbor.

Sue Davies
Sue is an original Board member of Fighting 
Chance and has been the host of our Summer 
Gala for 12 years in a row. Sue was named a 
Vice-Chair of the Board in 2012. Sue, and her 
husband Rick, live full-time in East Hampton. 

Judi A. Desiderio
Judi is the Founder and CEO of Town & Country 
Real Estate, which has 8 offices throughout the 
Hamptons & North Fork.

Geoff Lynch
Geoff is Chief Executive Officer of The Hampton 
Jitney which for 42 years has provided a dedi-
cated bus service from eastern Long Island to 
New York City. He lives with his family in Sag 
Harbor.

April Gornik
April is a highly-regarded artist, who has re-
sided full-time in Sag Harbor since 2004 and 
is one of the founders of “Save Sag Harbor”, 
a community group that seeks to preserve the 
character and history of the Village. 

Martin Karpeh, MD...
Marty is Chief of Surgery at Hackensack Medi-
cal Center and previously headed up The Can-
cer Center at Stony Brook University Hospital. 

Rosemary Slevin Perrocchia
She currently works as a consultant to cancer 
education and advocacy organizations;  before 
that, Rosemarie led the NCI’s Cancer Informa-
tion Service (CIS), a unit based at Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. 

Dr. Estellita “Dushy” Roth
Dushy is a physician from Aus-
tralia and works at the Anti-Aging 
and Family Wellness Group in 
Southampton. She is also a pro-
prietor of The Grapes of Roth. 
Dushy, her husband Roman, and 
their daughter reside in Sag Har-
bor.

Roman Roth
Roman is the Winemaker and a partner at Wolffer Estate Vine-
yards, which is based in Sagaponack; he has been one of the 
East Coast’s leading vintners for over two decades. 

Susan Scanlon
Susan had a distinguished career in the fash-
ion business with extensive foreign travel while 
also raising three daughters with her husband 
Kevin, who recently retired from a senior posi-
tion in the NYC Fire Department. Susan has 
been one of the most active volunteers in our 
organization.
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Lifesavers

“Lifesavers” refers to anyone who donates $5,000 or more 
per year -- whether they are an individual, a company or 
foundation. Each year we are blessed to have hundreds of 
donors but the “Lifesavers” provide a very important part of 
the financial foundation of our charity.

Tuck Hardie, III

    

  Swim Across America

          Nassau/Suffolk Counties

    

      Houlihan Lokey

Antoinette E. & Herman Beohm Foundation   Cowles Charitable Trust

Jan Buckaloo     

     Betty and Pat Cowles, III  

      
              
          Darrow Family Fund

Town and Country Real Estate

   The Paul R. Carey Foundation  

      Wolffer Estate Vineyards 

          John Brecker 

 

Graham Family Charitable Foundation  David Hilty  Eric Siegert
 

  Balm Foundation   The Zankel Fun

   Tony Zimmerman    Jacquie Lowie   
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“The Survivor”
Paul Davis, a Sag Harbor based artist, was commissioned by Fighting 
Chance in 2015 to execute a work of art that we could dedicate to all of 
our patients who are survivors today and who we expect to be survivors 
for years to come.


