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F i g h t i n g  C h a n c e

To Friends Old and New:

	 To describe our organization’s progress, in the pages that follow, we rely upon 
quotations from some of the people of Fighting Chance:

			   Doctors					     p. 1
			   Oncology Social Workers		  p. 2
			   Cancer Patient Navigators		  p. 3
			   Patients					     p. 4
			   Community Outreach			   p. 5
			   Donors					     p. 6
			   Volunteers					     p. 7
			   Directors					     p. 8

	 This annual report also includes our audited financials for 2009. They show, 
in summary, that our donations of $445,000 were slightly in excess of our annual 
operating costs; that permitted us to add $20,000 to our “Rainy Day fund,” which 
now totals $100,000.

	 As we approach our 10th anniversary our core belief	 as an organization is the 
same as the day we were incorporated in November 2001. We believe that every-
one who battles cancer deserves a Fighting Chance.

								        Sincerely,	
								      

							       Duncan Darrow,
							       Founder & Chairman



Doctors

Most oncologists in Suffolk County, where I practiced for many years, 
are well aware of Fighting Chance and comfortable sending their pa-
tients there for the kind of support that doctors rarely have time to  pro-
vide.  Having Fighting Chance as a free-of-charge regional resource has 
elevated the standard of oncology care all across Suffolk County.”

Martin S. Karpeh, Jr., MD
Chairman of the Department of Surgery at Beth Israel Medical Center: formerly 
(2004 – 2008) Head of “The Cancer Center” at Stonybrook University Hospital  
and member (2005 to present) of the Board of Directors of Fighting Chance

“I’ve served as an oncologist in Suffolk County for ten years and 
during that time I’ve seen Fighting Chance continue to expand its 
services as the only free-of-charge cancer counseling center. Today, 
it is widely considered to be the “crown jewel” of the East End 
healthcare system.”

“Most psychosocial counseling for cancer patients is offered through 
large urban-based cancer centers, like Memorial Sloan-Kettering, 
where I’ve worked for over a decade. But if you live in a rural area 
you’ll probably turn to a community-centered counseling center that 
has no hospital affiliation and is ideally free-of-charge. For that type of 
counseling, from what I’ve seen, Fighting Chance clearly is the “gold 
standard.”
  
Peter Bach, MD
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Institute, New York City 
and member (2005 to present) of the Board of Directors of Fighting Chance

Philip Schulman, MD
Head of Oncology Services at Memorial Sloan-Kettering/Commack Facility 
	 and Head (since 2004) of the Medical Advisory Committee of Fighting Chance

page 1



Oncology Social Workers

“Our individual counseling and group support services are a critical 
part of treatment and recovery. We provide the much needed 
guidance in decision making, problem solving and coping with the 
multiple emotional complexities challenging both the cancer patient 
and family.”

“Karrie, Bill and I have over 80 years of counseling experience be-
tween the three of us . . . and our patients see that’s quite a well of 
wisdom.  Having been raised in Sag Harbor, I love being part of a 
free-of-charge community resource.”
 

Margaret Bromberg, LCSW
Oncology Social Worker (since 2009)

at Fighting Chance
 

“We strive to provide comprehensive educational support ser-
vices to help people cope with the complexities of a cancer ill-
ness. Our patients tell us they feel ‘safe’ and hopeful when they 
allow us to partner with them on this journey.”

Karrie Robinson, LCSW
Director of Clinical Programs

(2005 to present) at
Fighting Chance

William Di Scipio, PhD
Clinical Psychologist (2007 to present)
at Fighting Chance
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Cancer Patient Navigators

“When my husband became ill, I learned first hand over the course 
of four years how difficult it is to care for someone who has suffered 
a catastrophic illness on the East End. The daily obstacles we faced 
were overwhelming and I would have given anything for someone 
to take me by the hand and show me how to cut through all the red 
tape. Fighting Chance does just that - running interference so you 
can take care of yourself, or a loved one.” 

“We are committed to helping cancer patients, and their caregivers, 
navigate day-to-day obstacles and avoid additional stress and anxiety 
while trying to cope with cancer.”
						      Maxa Luppi 
						      Cancer Patient Navigator 
						      (2008 to present) at 		
						      Fighting Chance

“Because everyone at Fighting Chance understands what 
cancer patients are experiencing, it is a place our patients 
can feel comfortable . . . and relax in a way that they may 
not be able to with friends and family and certainly not in 
many doctors’ offices.  It is wonderful to see patients stop 
by to say hello as a break from their day”.
							     

Vanessa Petruccelli
Coordinator of Internet Outreach

(2004 to present)
at Fighting Chance

A where-to-find-it directory of just about all the 
supportive care resources needed during a cancer 
journey on the East End.

The Guide has been updated each year (four years 
in a row) and the 2009 edition is found in doctor 
offices, hospitals and libraries across the East End.

         page 3



Patients

“ Fighting Chance is filled with beautiful and caring 
people. I felt I had been tossed the life line I needed.”

Lorna Cook
Cancer survivor and a participant in the film,
 “Cancer Journeys on the East End -- the Patients
 of Fighting Chance”

“Cancer Journeys,” a 30-minute documentary 
produced by Long Island Television, depicts 
the struggles of six Fighting Chance patients 
and was shown more than 100 times on local 
TV during the summer of 2009

July 2, 2009
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Conference Partners. . . 

From Memorial Sloan-Kettering:
Philip Schulman, MD
Chief of Oncology Services at 
Mid-Island Facility in Commack, Long Island

from Southampton Hospital:
Edna Kapenhas-Valdes, MD
Breast Cancer Surgeon & Director of the Breast Health Center

from North Fork Radiation Oncology:
Renu Hausen, MD
Director of Facility and Board Member of Fighting Chance

from Twin Forks Hematology Oncology:
Susan Emanuele, MD
Clinical oncologist and Advisor to North Fork Breast Health Coalition.

from The Cancer Center at Stony Brook 
University Hospital:
Howard L. Adler, MD, FACS 
Medical Director of the Prostate Care Program 

Also . . . 
Donald Garrity, RD Nutritionist
from Memorial Sloan-Kettering.

Presented by

Join a Roundtable of Elite East End Oncologists:

9/26/09

Perry Duryea
Cancer survivor, Montauk.

Plus - Clip from acclaimed
LTV documentary:

Cancer Journeys on the East End

9/26/09

DAY OF HOPE
9/26/09To reserve your FREE 

seats call 631.725.4646

Symposium for Cancer Patients & Families

Hundreds of patients and their 
families will gather to share practi-
cal tips about strategies for coping 
with cancer, build new networks of 
mutual support and gain inspira-
tion from one another. They will be 
joined by a panel of the East End’s 
top oncologists for a lively, interac-
tive discussion of medical advances 
and patient empowerment.

Bay Street Theatre, Sag Harbor   8:45-1:00 PM

Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center

North Fork Radiation Oncology

of the East End

NORTH FORK BREAST HEALTH COALITION

Community Outreach
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Day of Hope - which Fighting Chance produces 
once every two years - is an example of our com-
munity outreach.

The event brings together some 250 cancer patients 
from all over Suffolk County. They gain inspiration 
and hope from one another while also absorbing 
talks from leading oncologists in the latest scientific 
breakthroughs in battling the disease.

During 2009 we enriched our website’s content by adding 
the 44 flip charts of “cancersimpliifed.” They provide pa-
tients with a “Biology 101” understanding of a cancer cell.

Internet Outreach

Having patients gain empowering information 
via our website - what we call “Internet Out-
reach” - has become ever more important at 
Fighting Chance.

Our site includes both an e-copy of our resource 
and guide as well as the flip charts from cancer-
simplified.

Every month about 4,000 of these resource pages 
are reviewed by our website visitors.
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Donors

“Swim Across America is impressed with the substantial impact 
Fighting Chance has had assisting cancer patients on the East End. 
Because of this -- and the fact that all services are free -- Swim 
Across America has invested heavily in Fighting Chance during the 
past two years; our goal is to see services expanded to more and 
more patients (and their families) on the East End of Long Island.”

Gerry Oakes
Vice President and Chairman 

Nassau- Suffolk County Division 
of Swim Across America

“I am deeply humbled by this award but it is the men and women of Fighting 
Chance who should be honored here tonight...the ones who answer the 
phones and work tirelessly day in, and day out ,to assist cancer patients on 
the East End of Long Island. You are the real heroes tonight and I salute 
you.”

	 Willam “Tuck” Hardie, III
Managing Dir, New York Office of Houlihan Lokey accepting the Fighting Chance 

Medal of Honor for outstanding contribution to cancer patients on the East End

“Fighting Chance fundraisers usually become annual traditions 
and it’s rewarding to be part of that. The golf outing I started – at 
The National in Southampton – is going into its 6th year. And I 
think it will continue for many years to come. Living on Long Is-
land I also like the fact that money raised here . . . stays here.”

Ray Costa
Co-Head of Fixed Income, 
Deutsche Bank, New York

“When I built ‘Friars Head Golf Club’ I always hoped we could find a 
way to give back to the community. That’s why it has been so satisfying 
to host a fundraising golf outing at the course every September. It’s 
known as ‘The Pumpkin Classic’ and has become a real tradition.”

David Matlin
Chief Executive Officer, 
MatlinPatterson Global Opportunities Fund
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Volunteers

“I volunteered for the Day of Hope as part of my school 
community service hours.  It was a lot of fun!”

Silas Selfe, Grade Student
at Stella Maris Regional School,

Sag Harbor

“That’s me with my graduating class of Fight-
ing Chance volunteers (I’m on the far right in 
the blue blouse) . . . I volunteer so I can to be 
there for anyone who may need my help and 
support dealing with this hideous disease.”

Joanne Nardo-MacDowell
Lung  cancer survivor and

volunteer fundraiser for Fighting Chance

“Fighting Chance has been so good to me, and 
my mom, I just felt like I had to give 

something back.”

Seen below is the 2009 Graduating Class of Fighting 
Chance volunteers -- all of whom completed a two-day 
training program on Cancer Patient Navigation.

Katrina Miller (left)
with a friend at a fundraiser 

inspired by Fighting Chance’s
support when Katrina’s 

mother was battling cancer.
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“When someone on the East End 
hears those dreaded words, ‘You 
have cancer,’ Fighting Chance is 
where they can come to learn what 
their options are free of charge.”

Directors

Ben Gillikin 
Vice Chairman (2006-present) of 
Fighting Chance; joined by 
Sue Davies, member (since 2003) 
of the Board of Fighting Chance

This photo goes back to 2003, when the Board of Fighting Chance 
first met for a day-long retreat at the Cor Maria Retreat House 
in Sag Harbor.   In the middle of the first row is the Director of 
the facility, who went on to become a long-time Board member 
herself.  Looking back, she had this to say:

 

“For cancer patients the Sag Harbor office of Fighting Chance is 
like a sanctuary infused with compassion and empathy . . . that 
alone means a great deal to those who are suffering and I say 
that based on my service for over 50 years as a Catholic Nun.”

Sister Ann Marino, R.S.H.M.
Director of the Cor Maria Retreat House in Sag Harbor 
and Member (2003 – 2008) of the Board of Directors of Fighting Chance

Board of Directors
Peter Bach, MD
Anthony Brandt

Steve Byers
Duncan Darrow (Chair)

Sue Davies
Ben Gillikin (Vice Chair)

Tuck Hardie III
Renu Hausen, MD

Martin S. Karpeh, Jr., MD
Lisa Matlin

Barbara McLaughlin
Cathy Peacock

Richard Perlman
Edward L. Tirrell

From Our Archives . . .
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FINANCIAL CONDITION

The audited financial statements for Fighting 
Chance, Inc. (which are available to anyone by  
calling our office) have been prepared by our cer-
tified public accountants, and for the year ended 
December 31, 2009, include (1) statement of 
cash flows, (2) statement of activities, (3) state-
ment of financial condition, and (4) footnotes. 

As indicated in the statement of activities, our 
charitable donations for 2009 totaled just over 
$445,000 which is the amount of annual fund-
raising for the organization.

Fighting Chance, Inc. is a New York Non-profit 
corporation and also has qualified as a charitable 
organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code.  “Fighting Chance” is a US 
registered trademark owned by Fighting Chance, 
Inc. which also is proprietor of the domain name 
“fightingchance.org.”
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The American Hotel
Jennifer Borg

Richard DeRose
Harry M. Ringel Memorial Fund

Dr. Martin & Julianne Karpeh	

Merrill Lynch & Co. Foundation
Gardner Cowles III Foundation

Eric Gleacher
Apple Bank

Brin Hall
Law Firm of Farrell Fritz

Houlihan Lokey
Ben & Bonnie Krupinski

Orange Capital LLC
Ian Wilson

Scott Martin
Dianne Balnis

Rick & Sue Davies
General Electric Company

Jack & Shirley Silver Foundation
Alexandra Leigh-Hunt

Law Firm of Sidley Austin LLP
David Hilty

Rajesh Alva
Ben Gillikin

Daniel Green
Thomas & Catherine Peacock

Michael Wortell
Christopher & Francesca Beale

Wally Glennon
Kaplan, Inc.
Bob Pietrzak

Jacob & Cathy Eckhart
Marc Goldstein

Phillip & Lois Malenczak
Craig & Erin Reicher

William Peters & Shelly McBee
Carolyn Snyder & Round Swamp Farm

Joe & Sue Armbrust
Alan J. Carr

Regina Gloeker
Frederick Kneip
Donald Regan

Gary Seff
Michael & Kathy Voldstad
Gene & Pamela Bernstein

Dan & Jill Dienst
Robert Hanke

Ren Martin
Terrell Ross

Stelle Architects
Victor & Amanda Cain

Edward Emanuel
Jim McCormick Memorial Golf Outing

George Petrow
Michael Schmidtberger & Margaret Sung

The Stein Family Foundation

Bank of America
Amy Chanos

Peter Darrow & Denise Seegal
Frank Greenwald
Nedenia Hartly

John & Sue Jaxheimer
Heather Kilpatrick & Steve Byers

Gil Meister
Wendy Moonan

Pace Barnes & Tom Harris
Nancy Richardson

Jeff Sander
Gary Sokoloff

Robert & Barbara Stuart
Donald Zucker

Law Firm Twomey, Latham, Shea, Kelley, Dubin
& Quartarato LLP

Christine Wasserstein
Peter Bach, MD & Ruth Mazzoni

William DiScipio, PhD
John C. Floyd III Trust

Alex Gorlin
Renu Hausen, MD

Dan & Amy Kamensky
Alexander & Brooke Kroeger

Christopher & Joann Coy
Alice M. & Thomas Tisch Foundation

Alan B. Slifka Foundation, Inc.
Anthony Manheim

Nenette & George Rosenberg Char. Fund
Clifford Michaels

Linda Melville
Andy & Lois Nasser
Rev. Darwin Price

Jordan Ringel
Peter Schellbach

Phil & Mary Spitzer
Ed Tirrell

Marshall Watson
Betsy Battle

Arthur Dodge
David Garland
Adam Harris
Ann Jackson

Terrence Keeley
Robert & Betty Loughead

Lorraine Michaels
Jacob Ojito
Merle Raab

Sabel & Opplinger
John Shanholt

St. John’s Episcopal Church
of Southampton

Daniel Neidich & Brooke Garber Fund
Town & Country Real Estate & Judi Desideri

Phillip & Diane Tutino
Despatch Self Storage, Inc.

Michael & Patty Kinney
Montauk Printing

Wordhampton Public Relations
David Berridge
Joost Schiereck

Scott O’Neil

The Darrow Family Fund
David & Lisa Matlin

Richard Perlman & Ellen Hanson
Ray Costa

Swim Across America Foundation
Tuck Hardie

Lisa Opoku
Robert Newton

Susan C. Gordon
Robert A.M. Stern
Patricia R. Handal

The Reiss Family Foundation
Ira Startfeld & Michael Recanati

Marilyn B. Wilson
Lee Hobson

Arline B. Gidion
Jamie & Bonnie Pizzorno
Star of The East Lodge
J. Kings Food Service

Maxine T. Dunlop
George & Linda Yates

Toni & Ann Yates
Dorothy Hines

Suzanne Stephens
Lou Betty Roberts

Philip Joseph Brendel
Cindy Formica

Leni Darrow Moore
Mary E. Stockton
Exit Planning Inc
Katherine McCoy

Leah & Alain Lebec Foundation Inc.
Eric Gibson

Ralph Gibson
Richard Sisk

Elisabeth Biondi
Cathleen Miller

Annette Bonus (Rooftop Gardening)
Robert & Patricia Lent

Salvatore & Nanci Gianfortune Sr
James V. Regalbuto

Andrew Newton
Todd Solomon

Anita Plotkin
Daniel & Caroline Kalish

Alan Patricof
Maxa Luppi

Philip Giordano
David Kozatch
Alina Lazzaro
Wilson Stone

Crary Pullen & Bob Nickelsberg
Goldin Associates, LLC

Laura Carlos
Leon Jaroff
John Parker

East Hampton Fire Department
Nancy K. Quinn

Morris & Susan Mark
Mumtaz Duzel

Gary M. Hoenig
Richard, Rauch & Terri Shilowich

Leola A. McDonald
Jodi Della Femina
Allen J. Grubman

Richard Stone
Jane Talmage

Stewart & Mary Vorpahl
Thomas & Llanne Miller

Nunnakoma Chapter 308 Rick
Bistrian Materials, Inc.

J.E. Dougherty, Inc.
Jerrold Schwabe

Robert Lelle
Elaine P. Breakstone

Ellen S. Klapper
Allen Dreyfuss

Robert Friedlander
John & Lisa Schenone

Regina D’Elia
Joanne Nardo MacDowell

Judith Saner
Douglas & Amy Halsey

Meredith Darrow
Gladys & James Sollitto

Rebecca Reeve
Maria & Michael Fazio

Scott, Madden & Leo Irwin
Alfred Reno

De Ann Daigle
Florence A. Avesato

Jeffrey & Marnie Smith
Scott J. Atlas Fund

East Hampton Exec. Office Svcs.
George Brickfield
Perry Duryea, III
Robert Newton
Doreen Koleini

Richard Mohlere
James Moeller
Barry Silbert

Robert R. & Jacquelyn L. MacGregor
Holly T. Whitmore

Susan M. Wolf
Debra-Arnold Kusnetz

David Kuperschmid
Tavis L. Moonan

Elizabeth T. Peabody
Ann Wollock

Rich & Gail Pickering
Margaret & Chan Bigelow

Jacki Zimmerman
John & Pamela Cataletto

Steve Thomas Maintenance
Joseph & Melissa Yurkewitch

Franklin Templeton Investments
Janet Scholder

Timothy F. Healy
Robert & Nancy Brown

Calixte Stamp
Janet & Alan Fishbone

Mercedes & Julio Cuevas
Janet E. Townsend
Alice Houseknecht
Joanne J. Johnson

Thomas Gray
James & Lisa Brady
Robert & Lynn Tepe
Linda Lovett Panaro

Carol Saft
Thomas & Frances Bartolotto

John & Patricia Wood
Robert & Margaret Baldwin

Nancy L. Calvert
Joseph & Eve Gugliotti

Daniel Lenza
Ira & Marsha Herman

Joseph & Louise Bobrow 
Ed Vigilante

John & Andrea Volpe
Dorothy Serrell

Louise Neuberger
Susan & Herbert Levitt

Richard & Cecilia Macher
Victoria & Jeffrey Greenbaum

Mary P. Rowe
Marie & Joseph Southerton

Kerry L. Calvert
Michael & Martha Spillane

Nancy & Peter Landt
Catherine Lipkin Schwartz

Nathan & Norma Rosenberg
Eliza Werner
Angela Pinter

Gail Carpenter Slevin
Jane Wood

Paul & Melinda Reyer
Laila Dahl

Carol Fertig
Carol Brotman White

John Guldi
Anthony Hitchcock

Sandra Vorpahl
Lonnie & Trish Abbey

Michele Halusic
Raymond MacDowell

Priscilla Meyer
Doris & Anthony Critelli
Kathleen Bonaccorso

Richard Bratek
Joseph Gardi

Sheilah & John Malafronte
Ronald & Carole Ries

Cynthia Parker Kaback
Mac K. Griswold

Carol & Fredrick Wall
Hank & Lynn Rienecker

Elizabeth Abelt
Christopher M. Sadowski

Joanne & Ned Sohn
Patrick & Mary McManus

Leonard & Dolores Sanders
William & Maureen Larsen
Arthur & Vivian McCormack

Maureen & James Kelly
Blanche & Robert Siegfried

Joseph Gardi

Gene A. Anderson
John & Maryann McCaffrey

Kenneth Miller
Philip Gamble

Stephen A. Emmons
E. Richard Keogh

Joanne Nardo
Joan Bengtson

Kathryn Heineman-Lacovare
Sandra L. Stotsky

Ruth McCrea
Monika S. Klein
Joan E. Fanning

Ralph & Julia Douglas
Mary Freedman

Mary Lee Robertson
Susan Brackett

Martha Worth Oberrender
Annette Brown
Norma Baird
Anne Riordan

Sandra Eckhardt
Donald & Carol Irwin

Judy & George Jr. Wheatley
Doris & Leo Madden

Robert Schorr
James & Candace Newman

Nancy Williams
Nathan & Norma Rosenberg
Matilda & Michael Terrigno

Barbara Wright
Beradette McManus

Diane Johnson Wade
Sanford & Elizabeth Friemann

Vincent & Lynne Terrana
Benedict & Linda Cardone

FIGHTING CHANCE 2009 DONORS


